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In consideration of  

HB 821, HD1 
RELATING TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS.  

 

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and members of the Committee.  The Department 

of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT) Strongly Supports 

HB821, HD1, which authorizes the Department of Business, Economic Development, 

and Tourism to enter into a public-private partnership to plan, build, and manage key 

strategic broadband infrastructure that benefits the State, including a cable landing 

station in Kakaako, on the island of Oahu. 

As recommended by the Broadband Task Force, this bill recognized the 

importance of the construction of an open access, carrier neutral cable landing station 

to attract transpacific fiber optic cables to Hawaii to develop the State into a strategic 

communications and knowledge hub for the Pacific region. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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HB821, HD1 

RELATING TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 

 
Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
submit testimony on HB821, HD1. The State Procurement Office (SPO) opposes the proposition 
to exempt an entire multimillion-dollar public-private partnership (P3) from the Hawaii Public 
Procurement Code (Code).  
 
The Code already allows for this kind of complex partnering to take place using competitive sealed 
proposals. In addition, House Bill HB889, supported by a majority of the same legislators, is 
recommending incorporating public private partnership language within the Code for this reason.  
 
The SPO has been participating in procurement strategy with the DBEDT Leadership and 
Broadband Director on this P3 for over a year, and is well informed on this cable-landing 
requirement as well as the large systemic system that should be considered to enable faster and 
cheaper internet access to the Hawaiian Islands. 
 
The Hawaii Public Procurement Code (code) is the single source of public procurement policy to 
be applied equally and uniformly, while providing fairness, open competition, a level playing field, 
government disclosure and transparency in the procurement and contracting process vital to good 
government.  
  
Public procurement's primary objective is to provide everyone equal opportunity to compete for 
government contracts, to prevent favoritism, collusion, or fraud in awarding of contracts. To 

mailto:state.procurement.office@hawaii.gov
http://spo.hawaii.gov/
https://twitter.com/hawaiispo
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Testimony in SUPPORT of  HB821 HD1 
RELATING TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS. 

REP. SYLVIA LUKE, CHAIR 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

 
Hearing Date: February 26, 2019 Room Number:  308 

 

Fiscal Implications: N/A. 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health (DOH) supports the authority for the 2 

Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to enter into a public-private 3 

partnership to plan, build, and manage key strategic broadband infrastructure that benefits the 4 

State, including a cable landing station in Kakaako, on the island of Oahu.  As recommended by 5 

the Broadband Task Force, this bill recognized the importance of the construction of an open 6 

access, carrier neutral cable landing station to attract transpacific fiber optic cables to Hawaii to 7 

develop the State into a strategic communications and knowledge hub for the Pacific region. 8 

Telehealth is a strategic priority for DOH and a cost-effective and high-quality means of bringing 9 

health care access to underserved areas.  However, since several areas of the State lack robust 10 

broadband connectivity, adoption is stymied.   11 

Offered Amendments:  N/A. 12 

 13 
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Written Statement of 
Len Higashi 

Acting Executive Director 
Hawaii Technology Development Corporation 

before the 
House Committee on Finance 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
1:30 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 308 
 

In consideration of 
HB821, HD1 

  RELATING TO TELECOMMUNICATONS. 
 

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee. 

 

The Hawaii Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) supports HB821, HD1 that 
Authorizes the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to enter into a 
public-private partnership to plan, build, and manage key strategic broadband infrastructure that 
benefits the State, including a cable landing station in Kakaako, on the island of Oahu, encourage 
cloud-based companies to take advantage of this infrastructure, exempts the partnership from 
certain state and county laws, and appropriates funds. 

 
As part of HTDC’s vision to create 80,000 new innovation jobs in Hawaii earning $80,000 or 

more by 2030, HTDC supports initiatives aimed at promoting technology and innovation jobs.  
HTDC is nearing completion for the construction phase of the Entrepreneurs Sandbox in Kakaako.  
The project was built through State, Federal, and private sector funds.  In the future, HTDC has 
plans to build an incubator adjacent to the Entrepreneurs Sandbox.  The cable landing station will 
be a key asset for both facilities and help create the critical mass required for innovation to flourish. 

 
HTDC defers to DBEDT on the technical aspects of this measure Thank you for the 

opportunity to offer these comments. 



 
Testimony Presented Before the 
House Committee on Finance 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 1:30 p.m. 
By 

Garret T. Yoshimi, Vice President for Information Technology/Chief Information Officer  
University of Hawai‘i System 

HB 821 HD1 – RELATING TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and members of the committee: 

The University of Hawai‘i strongly supports HB 821 HD1 which authorizes the 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism to enter into a public-
private partnership to plan, build, and manage key strategic broadband infrastructure 
that benefits the State, including a cable landing station in Kaka‘ako, on the island of 
O‘ahu. This bill recognizes the critical importance of the construction of an open access, 
carrier neutral cable landing station, together with support for convenient 
interconnection with terrestrial fiber networks to enable the efficient exchange of traffic 
with other submarine cable systems and local terrestrial networks, to attract transpacific 
fiber optic cables to Hawai‘i.  The resulting outcomes will help to ensure Hawai‘i’s future 
viability in the global economy, and provide the critical telecommunications 
infrastructure to keep our community from being isolated from the rest of the world on 
the wrong side of the digital divide. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on HB 821 HD1. 







2 

 

Hawaii broadband initiative is paramount for robust connectivity, economic viability, and 

to create renewable, resilient, and sustainable communities for the future. 

Accordingly, the Companies support H.B. 821, HD1.  Thank you for this 

opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  
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Submitted on: 2/25/2019 9:59:42 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/26/2019 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Hukill Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a consultant in telecommunications and currently a program advisor to the Pacific 
Telecommunications Council, PTC, (although speaking for myself, not PTC) I strongly 
support HB 821 HD1 and recommend that the finance committee approve. Hawaii's 
position with essential infrastructure for communications connectivity is already lagging 
and the situation can only be remedied in the long run by the State taking a proactive 
role in catalyzing and facilitating long-recommended developments in this arena. A 
carrier neutral undersea cable landing station in Kakaako as HB 821 HD 1 proposes will 
not in itself be sufficient to improve the situation (undersea cable trunking to Hawaii from 
exisiting and planned trans-pacific cables must also be addressed among other issues), 
but it is one important step to realize a critical need in addressing Hawaii's long-term 
viability by taking concrete steps toward far greater broadband access and availability in 
a digital economy. 
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